
City of York Council Minutes 

Meeting Joint Standards Committee 

Date 17 June 2019 

Present Councillors Carr, Douglas, Fisher and Rowley 
(CYC Members) 
Councillors Rawlings and Wiseman (Parish 
Council Members 
Mr Laverick (Independent Person) 

Apologies Councillor Baker (CYC Member) 
Councillor Chambers (Parish Council 
Member) 
Ms Davies (Independent Person) 

 

1. Appointment of Chair  
 
Three nominations for Chair were moved, seconded and then 
voted on in turn, as set out below with the results of the votes: 
 

Nominee Mover Seconder Votes 
for 

Votes 
against 

Abstentions 

Parish 
Cllr 
Wiseman 

Parish 
Cllr 
Rawlings 

Cllr 
Rowley 

3 2 1 

Cllr 
Rowley 

Parish 
Cllr 
Wiseman 

Parish Cllr 
Rawlings 

1 2 3 

Cllr 
Douglas 

Cllr 
Douglas 

Parish Cllr 
Wiseman 

3 2 1 

 
In view of the tied vote, Members agreed to support the 
convention followed since the inception of the Joint Standards 
Committee that the Chair should be a member of City of York 
Council and the Vice Chair should be a parish council member. 
It was therefore 
 
Resolved: That Cllr Douglas be appointed as Chair of the 

committee. 
 
 
 
 



2. Appointment of Vice Chair  
 
With reference to the result of the votes already taken and 
Members’ agreement to follow the convention, as set out in 
Minute 1 above, it was 
 
Resolved: That Parish Councillor Wiseman be appointed as 

Vice-Chair of the committee. 
 

3. Declarations of Interest  
 
Members were asked to declare at this point in the meeting any 
personal interests not included on the Register of Interests, or 
any prejudicial interests or disclosable pecuniary interests which 
they might have in respect of business on the agenda.  None 
were declared. 
 

4. Minutes  
 
Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting of the Joint 

Standards Committee held on 13 February 2019 be 
approved and signed as a correct record. 

 
5. Public Participation  

 
It was reported that there had been no registrations to speak at 
the meeting under the Council’s Public Participation Scheme. 
 

6. Review of  Work Plan and Meeting Dates  
 
Members considered the committee’s work plan and meeting 
dates for the current municipal year. 
 
During their discussion, Members stressed the importance of 
avoiding any further delay to standards business, given the 
issues that had arisen during the previous year.  They agreed 
that an additional meeting was required, before the next 
scheduled meeting in September, in order to receive a full 
update on the current status of any ongoing standards 
complaints, reviews and other work recently undertaken by the 
committee.   
 
Members noted that the current provisional meeting dates, all 
on a Thursday, had been arranged before the full membership 
of the committee was confirmed.  They agreed that it would be 



more convenient, in terms of their other commitments, to meet 
on a Wednesday.   
 
Members also sought clarification on the appointment of 
substitutes to the committee, expressing the view that there 
should be parity between CYC and parish council members.  
The Monitoring Officer agreed to look into this matter. 
 
Resolved: (i) That an additional meeting of the committee 

be held at 4:00 pm on Wednesday, 24 July 2019. 
 
Reason: To ensure that business is not unnecessarily 

delayed. 
 
 (ii) That the existing provisional meeting dates all 

be moved from Thursdays to Wednesdays and then 
confirmed in the diary, as follows: 

 5 September 2019 – move to 4 September 2019 

 21 November 2019 – move to 20 November 2019 

 23 January 2020 – move to 22 January 2020 

 16 April 2020 – move to 15 April 2020. 
 
Reason: To provide a better fit for Members’ diaries. 
 

(iii) That the work plan be confirmed, subject to 
the amendments to the meeting dates agreed in (ii) 
above and the additions set out below: 
 
Items for the next meeting, on 24 July 2019: 

 An update on any ongoing standards 
complaints; 

 An update on the review of the council’s 
whistleblowing policy; 

 An update on any other work recently carried 
out by the committee, including items on the 
last work plan for 2018/19; 

 An initial report or discussion on how the 
committee can feed into the review of the 
Constitution. 

 Work plan for 2019/20 
 

Items for future meetings: 

 A review of the openness and transparency of 
Joint Standards meetings, to include the 
question of whether they should be recorded. 



 
Reason: To ensure that the committee has a planned 

programme of work in place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr C Douglas, Chair 
The meeting started at 4.00 pm and finished at 5.00 pm. 


